INTRODUCTION
FOR a whole generation the Triple Alliance exerted a decisive influence upon the politics of all Europe. It was the subject of countless debates in the parliaments of the three allied states; it has been an object of unceasing concern to public opinion the world over. A series of voluminous works and many smaller treatises have been devoted to it. Down to the present day, however, we have known neither the text of the treaties underlying the Triple Alliance nor the course of the negotiations which resulted in its formation.
The leading statesmen of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy have often discussed the contents of the treaties, but always in the most general terms, limiting themselves to the statement that the Triple Alliance had purely defensive aims: the maintenance of peace on the territorial bases created by the national unification of Germany and of Italy, and by the reconstruction of Austria-Hungary in the year 1867, followed by the occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1878. " An insurance company," as Prince Btilow characterized it in 1902, "not a company for profit." All the other statements which occasionally leaked into publicity concerning the contents and the duration of the treaties were contradictory, and were more calculated to confuse than to inform. Bismarck, it was reported, had declared that the tenor of the treaties of the Triple Alliance would never be made public, even after the Alliance had ceased to have legal force. Fostered by this assertion, fantastic rumors concerning the stipulations made by the several allies found wide circulation and ready credence. Just before the outbreak of the World War, several serious attempts were made accurately to determine the contents of the several treaties, but, taken all in all, these attempts came to nothing.1 Thus it came about, that on the dis-
1 Of the treatises whose authors undertook the laborious and thankless task of determining accurately the contents of the treaties of the Triple Alliance, only the
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